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There seems to be no end in sight in the feud 
between Satellite Town residents and owners 
of  Tank Farms sited in the community as they 
both trade words on the suitability or otherwise 
of  having the Tank Farms there.

Daily Independent investigation reveals, that 
while the residents are daily complaining over 
the discomfort they experience as a result of  
the operations of  the Tank Farms and that of  
the drivers of  the trucks that move the products 
in the tanks, owners of  the Tank Farms on the 
other hand, say their operations ‘are within the 
ambit of  the law’.

Some of  the residents who spoke to Daily 
Independent, say the sitting of  the Tank Farms 
in a purely residential area, amounted to a gross 
violation of  their fundamental right to a peaceful 
existence.

Chief  Nndozie Nwachukwu said that the 
operations of  the Tank Farms have become un-
bearable and a major discomfort to residents 
who are saddled daily with the responsibility 
of  engaging drivers of  these trucks for the right 
of  way.

His words: “ It is quite unfortunate that some 
people could think of  sitting Tank Farms in a 
residential area. Everyday, we live in fear of  our 
lives because anything can happen and the con-
sequence is best imagined. We can no longer fold 
our arms and wait for the inevitable to happen”.

A retired military personnel, Olugbeyega 
Akinbami noted with disbelief, the sitting of  
Tank Farms in an area earmarked as residential.

He said: “I have been living in this communi-
ty peacefully until suddenly, we started seeing 
the emergence of  the Tank Farms. Initially, we 
thought it was a one off  thing but to our dis-
may it escalated. We won’t allow it stay as any 
explosion would be very devastating. Its conse-
quence would be worse than the bomb blast that 
occurred at Ikeja Cantonment a few years back”

In her submission, a prominent business-
woman, Chief(Mrs)Anthonia Chikelu noted 
that while they were still complaining about the 
existing Tank Farms, there are ongoing plan to 
site another at Liverpool Zone 2 which is ‘highly 
vulnerable’.

According to her, it is quite unfortunate, that 
since the Lagos State Commissioner for Physical 
Planning and Urban Development Tpl(Dr)Idris 
Salako addressed the media with a promise to 
relocate the Tank Farms to Ibeju-Lekki, nothing 
tangible had been done to remove them from 
Satellite Town.

She was quick to add “is the government wait-
ing for us to be consumed by fire”.

However the Commissioner who spoke 
through the ministry’s Deputy Director (Public 
Affairs Unit),Mr.Mukaila Sanusi said that the 
state government has not abandoned the idea 
of  relocating the Tank Farms.

His words; “ The Lagos State Government 
will surely relocate the Tank Farms but it should 
be noted, that it’s going to be a gradual process. 
We are still putting the logistics in place.

He said: “ We appeal to the owners of  the Tank 
Farms to provide Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) for the host community, adding that 
they should cohabit and coexist in the meantime.

Mr.Ayo Cardoso, the Zonal Coordinator of  the 
Department of  Petroleum Resources (DPR),La-
gos Office, said the sitting of  the Tank Farms “ 
was a huge investment’ pointing out,that shut-
ting down the Tank Farms would have a negative 
effect on the economy.
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ESV. Mrs.Olabisi Demola-Alade, Chairman of the Nigerian Institution of Estate Surveyors 
and Valuers (NIESV), Lagos State Branch, in this interview with DADA JACKSON, bares 
her mind on a number of topical issues like quackery, role of the estate surveyor amongst 
others. Excerpts:

Demola-Alade

We Are Using Advocacy To 
Stamp Out Quackery In Our 
Profession – Demola-Alade

Who is an estate surveyor and valuer
Thank you very much for this 

all-important question. For the ben-
efit of  the reading public, an estate 
surveyor is a manager of  properties, 
a land administrator, a valuer of  
properties that is making reference 
to the private sector but when we talk 
about the public sector, they are in-
volved in land titling, they are manag-
ers of  government estates, managers 
of  government lands and are largely 
responsible for the allocation of  gov-
ernment lands.

We advise government on land mat-
ters and compensation payable to peo-
ple or persons whose lands have been 
revoked by government. 

In a nutshell, we do a lot of  oth-
er things but basically, these are the 
major or core functions of  an estate 
surveyor either in private or public 
practice.

How has the journey been so far since 
you assumed office as the Chairman of 
NIESV in Lagos State?

It may interest you to know, that 
we(our EXCO) came into office on the 
26th of  May,2021 and at my maiden 
press briefing, I unfolded my 10-point 
agenda. I can tell you, that with the 
support of  my ExCO, we have been 
able to achieve about 90 per cent of  
our set goals.

You recalled, that I addressed 
another press conference to mark 
my 200 days in office where I high-
lighted some of  the achievements re-
corded so far. At that briefing if  you 
recall, I told you how we embarked 
on Firm Visitation with a view to 
sensitizing our members on the 
need to become associate members. 
Since I came into office, I can say 
without sounding immodest, that we 
have visited over 60 firms including 
the academia such as Yaba College 
of  Technology with the sole aim of  
feeling their pulse and they in turn, 
telling us their plight and how we 
could be of  assistance.  

It is pertinent to point out,that our 
branch was able to provide about 220 
inductees out of  a total of  643 induct-
ees that were inducted last year.

This I would say unequivocally was 
as a result of  of  our sensitization and 
awareness drive.

How do you intend to address the issue 
of quackery in your profession?

Thank you very much. Simply put, 
we are using advocacy as a veritable 
instruments to sensitise our proba-
tioners on the need to become associ-
ate members with a view to increas-

ing the number of  practising estate 
surveyors and valuers because the 
more members we have, the tenden-
cy for the public to patronize quacks 
would greatly be reduced. 

The essence of  the Firm Visitation 
is to further bring to the fore, the need 
to increase awareness on having a 
growth in our population. However, 
let me say that quackery exists in a 
profession.

What informed your EXCO’s visit to your 
Ogun State Counterparts?

It was to further cement our rela-
tionships with our sister branches 
and to exchange ideas.

I can tell you without mincing 
words, that the visit was ‘very fruit-
ful’. 

It may interest you to know, that 
Ogun State has five Permanent Sec-
retaries who are Estate Surveyors 
whereas in Lagos we have just one 
or two who are Estate Surveyors.

So it’s not about size. We  hope to 
visit more branches in the nearest 
future.
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